
STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT 
 PROBATE DIVISION 
COUNTY OF CARVER FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
  
  
                                     Court File No: 10-PR-16-46 
In Re the Estate of:  Hon. Judge Kevin Eide 
 
Prince Rogers Nelson, AFFIDAVIT OF ASA J. WESTON IN  
 SUPPORT OF HIS MOTION FOR  
 APPROVAL OF ATTORNEY’S FEES   
 AND EXPENSES FOR PERIOD 
 MAY 22, 2019 THROUGH 
 AUGUST 7, 2019 
  Decedent 
                          
         
 
STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 
    ) SS. 
COUNTY OF HENNEPIN ) 
 
 I, Asa J. Weston, being duly sworn, state as follows: 
 

1. I am an attorney duly licensed to practice and in good standing in the State of Minnesota. If 

called as a witness, I could and would testify to the facts stated herein based upon my personal 

knowledge.  

2. I was retained by heir Alfred Jackson (“Jackson”) on May 22, 2019, to represent his interest 

in the Estate of Prince Rogers Nelson, among other personal legal matters. I served as 

Jackson’s attorney for all estate related matters until August 7, 2019, at which time Jackson 

or his representatives terminated my representation. 

3. I filed a formal notice of appearance in the Estate of Prince Rogers Nelson matter (the 

“Estate”)(Carver County Court File No.: 10-PR-16-46) on May 22, 2019.  

4. During the period between May 22, 2019 and August 7, 2019, I provided legal services to 

Jackson that benefitted the Estate as a whole, not just Jackson individually.   

10-PR-16-46 Filed in District Court
State of Minnesota
1/14/2020 3:18 PM



 2 

5. Although I provided many hours of legal services that may well be payable by the Estate as 

services that benefitted the Estate as a whole, I am only seeking payment of fees relating to 

the mediation and eventual resolution of the issues pertaining to improper disclosure of 

confidential Estate information by Michael Lythcott and Gregory Walker (“Lythcott/Walker 

Mediation”).  

6. Attached hereto as Exhibit A is a true and correct copy of my billing statements for the 

time period of May 22, 2019 to August 7, 2019 for work performed on the Lythcott/Walker 

Mediation only. I provided many additional hours of legal services to Jackson that 

benefitted him personally.  

7. My legal services pertaining to the Lythcott/Walker Mediation benefitted the Estate as a 

whole rather than just Jackson in that it helped effectuate a settlement of potential costly 

litigation between the Estate and Misters Walker and Lythcott.   

8. Throughout the mediation process, which included numerous revisions of the eventual 

settlement agreement for several weeks after the mediation, I worked with Jackson, 

Comerica’s attorneys, particularly Joseph Cassioppi, Attorney Jonas Herbsman (Omar 

Baker’s attorney) and directly with Mr. Lythcott and Mr. Walker to keep all parties 

engaged and focused on working towards a settlement agreement.  

9. Much of the work described in Paragraph 8 was performed through email strings which 

included all the parties referenced above. The described email strings at times were 

constructive and at times became counter-productive when the parties could not agree on 

certain matters or took unreasonable negotiation positions. These break downs in 

negotiations most often involved Mr. Lythcott, Mr. Walker and Comerica (represented by 

Mr. Cassioppi).  
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10. When these breakdowns would occur, myself and often Mr. Herbsman, communicated 

directly with Misters. Lythcott and Walker outside of the group email strings and worked 

to keep them engaged in the negotiation process.  

11. My relationships with Mr. Lythcott, and Mr. Walker, which were based in large part upon 

their relationships as trusted advisors of Jackson, were valuable in keeping both Mr. 

Lythcott and Mr. Walker engaged in the negotiation process.  

12. At the time I was terminated as Jackson’s attorney, Mr. Walker had entered into a 

settlement agreement with Comerica, heir Omar Baker and Jackson.  

13. At the time I was terminated as Jackson’s attorney, Mr. Lythcott had not entered into a 

settlement agreement, but significant progress had been made towards reaching an 

agreement.  

14. The legal fees I am requesting in this Motion, for legal services provided that benefitted 

the estate as a whole, total $14,080.00 I have reviewed the original time entries for the legal 

fees submitted and affirm that the work performed was for the benefit of the Estate as a 

whole, rather than Jackson individually, and that the fees are reasonable given: (1) the time 

and labor required; (2) the complexity and novelty of the transactions involved; and (3) the 

extent of the responsibilities assumed and the results obtained.  

15. Given the importance of resolving the Lythcott/Walker issues without the necessity of 

litigation, and the fact that my work assisted in resolving said dispute with Mr. Walker and 

assisted in making significant progress towards a settlement with Mr. Lythcott, my legal 

fees are just, reasonable and commensurate with the benefit to the Estate from said legal 

services.  
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Further your a'lant sayeth not

Subscribed and sworn to before me

Notmy :ublic -’

_____..-——'-__.._

GABRlEL ESQUIVEL SANCHa
'_-'.' NOTARY PUBLIC - MINNESOTA

,-
' wommwouexpmsommom



 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT A 
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/EsK/��

tĞƐƚŽŶ�>Ăǁ�KĨĨŝĐĞ͕�>d�
ϵϬϬ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ��ůǀĚ��

^ƵŝƚĞ�ϭϮϰ
�ůŽŽŵŝŶŐƚŽŶ͕�DE�ϱϱϰϮϬ

W,KE�͗�ϲϭϮϰϲϱϵϬϰϵ����ǁĞƐƚŽŶΛǁĞƐƚŽŶůĂǁŵŶ͘ĐŽŵ����ǁǁǁ͘ǁĞƐƚŽŶůĂǁŵŶ͘ĐŽŵ

�ůĨƌĞĚ�:ĂĐŬƐŽŶ

/EsK/���EhD��Z͗ ϭ
/EsK/�����d�͗ :�Eh�Zz�ϭϰ͕�ϮϬϮϬ

��d� ��^�Z/Wd/KE ,KhZ^ Z�d� �DKhEd

D�zͲϮϰͲϭϵ ^Ğƚ�ƵƉ�&ƌĞĚƌŝŬƐŽŶ��ĂƚĂ�ZŽŽŵ��ĐĐĞƐƐ Ϭ͘ϰϬ ΨϱϱϬ͘ϬϬ ΨϮϮϬ͘ϬϬ

:hEͲϬϳͲϭϵ ZĞǀŝĞǁ�&ŝůŝŶŐƐ�ŝŶ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĂƚŝŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�>ǇƚŚĐŽƚƚͬtĂůŬĞƌ�ŵĞĚŝĂƚŝŽŶ ϯ͘ϮϬ ΨϱϱϬ͘ϬϬ Ψϭ͕ϳϲϬ͘ϬϬ

:hEͲϬϳͲϭϵ �ƌĂĨƚ�ĞŵĂŝů�ƚŽ�:ŽĞ��ĂƐƐŝŽƉƉŝ�ZĞ͗�DĞĚŝĂƚŝŽŶ Ϭ͘ϭϬ ΨϱϱϬ͘ϬϬ Ψϱϱ͘ϬϬ

:hEͲϭϬͲϭϵ ZĞǀŝĞǁ��ŵĂŝů�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�:ŽĞ��ĂƐƐŝŽƉƉŝ�ZĞ͗�ŵĞĚŝĂƚŝŽŶ Ϭ͘ϭϬ ΨϱϱϬ͘ϬϬ Ψϱϱ͘ϬϬ

:hEͲϭϭͲϭϵ WŚŽŶĞ��Ăůů�ǁͬ�ĂƐƐŝŽƉŝ�ZĞ͗��ĐĐĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�ĨŝůŝŶŐƐ�ƉƌŝŽƌ�ƚŽ�ƌĞƚĞŶƚŝŽŶ Ϭ͘ϮϬ ΨϱϱϬ͘ϬϬ ΨϭϭϬ͘ϬϬ

:hEͲϭϭͲϭϵ ZĞǀŝĞǁ�ĞŵĂŝů�ĨƌŽŵ��ĂƐƐŝŽƉŝ�Z�͗�ŵĞĚŝĂƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĚƌĂĨƚ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ Ϭ͘ϭϬ ΨϱϱϬ͘ϬϬ Ψϱϱ͘ϬϬ

:hEͲϭϴͲϭϵ WƌĞƉĂƌĞ�ĨŽƌ�>ǇƚŚĐŽƚƚͬtĂůŬĞƌ�ŵĞĚŝĂƚŝŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�:ƵƐƚŝĐĞ�'ŝůďĞƌƚ ϯ͘ϱϬ ΨϱϱϬ͘ϬϬ Ψϭ͕ϵϮϱ͘ϬϬ

:hEͲϭϵͲϭϵ �ĚĚŝƚŝŽŶĂů�WƌĞƉ�ĨŽƌ�DĞĚŝĂƚŝŽŶ�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞ�ƌĞǀŝĞǁ�ŽĨ
�ŽŵĞƌŝĐĂΖƐ�ϰͬϮϱͬϭϵ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ƌĞ͗�>ǇƚŚĐŽƚƚ�Θ�tĂůŬĞƌ�ĚŝƐĐůŽƐƵƌĞƐ

Ϯ͘ϱϬ ΨϱϱϬ͘ϬϬ Ψϭ͕ϯϳϱ͘ϬϬ

:hEͲϭϵͲϭϵ >ǇƚŚĐŽƚƚͬtĂůŬĞƌ�DĞĚŝĂƚŝŽŶͬƚƌĂǀĞů ϴ͘ϬϬ ΨϱϱϬ͘ϬϬ Ψϰ͕ϰϬϬ͘ϬϬ

:hEͲϭϵͲϭϵ �ŵĂŝůƐ�ƚŽ�ĐĂƐƐŝŽƉƉŝ�Θ�ƌĞǀŝĞǁ�ŽĨ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�>ǇƚŚĐŽƚƚ͕�tĂůŬĞƌ
ĂŶĚ�KŵŵĂƌ�ĐŽƵŶƐĞů�ZĞ͗�WƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ƐĞƚƚůĞŵĞŶƚ�ĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚ

Ϭ͘ϱϬ ΨϱϱϬ͘ϬϬ ΨϮϳϱ͘ϬϬ

:hEͲϭϵͲϭϵ ZĞǀŝĞǁ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ƐĞƚƚůĞŵĞŶƚ�ĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĚƌĂĨƚ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ
ĐŚĂŶŐĞƐ

Ϭ͘ϳϬ ΨϱϱϬ͘ϬϬ Ψϯϴϱ͘ϬϬ

:hEͲϮϬͲϭϵ ZĞǀŝĞǁ�ĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶĂů�ĞŵĂŝůƐ�ZĞ͗�DĞĚŝĂƚŝŽŶ Ϭ͘ϱϬ ΨϱϱϬ͘ϬϬ ΨϮϳϱ͘ϬϬ

:h>ͲϬϯͲϭϵ ZĞǀŝĞǁ�ĨŝŶĂů�ĚƌĂĨƚ�ŵĞĚŝĂƚĞĚ�ƐĞƚƚůĞŵĞŶƚ�ĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚ�Ͳ�ZĞ͗�>ǇƚŚĐŽƚƚ
ŝƐƐƵĞƐ

Ϭ͘ϴϬ ΨϱϱϬ͘ϬϬ ΨϰϰϬ͘ϬϬ

:h>ͲϬϯͲϭϵ �ŵĂŝů�ƚŽ�ĐůŝĞŶƚ�ZĞ͗�^ŝŐŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ŽŶ�DĞĚŝĂƚĞĚ�ƐĞƚƚůĞŵĞŶƚ�ĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚ Ϭ͘ϮϬ ΨϱϱϬ͘ϬϬ ΨϭϭϬ͘ϬϬ

:h>ͲϬϯͲϭϵ WŚŽŶĞ��Ăůů�ǁŝƚŚ�ĐůŝĞŶƚ�ZĞ͗�ZĞǀŝƐĞĚ�ƐĞƚƚůĞŵĞŶƚ�ĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚ�ĚƌĂĨƚ Ϭ͘ϮϬ ΨϱϱϬ͘ϬϬ ΨϭϭϬ͘ϬϬ

:h>ͲϬϴͲϭϵ ZĞǀŝĞǁ�ŵƵůƚŝƉůĞ�ĞŵĂŝůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞǀŝƐĞĚ�ĞǆŚŝďŝƚ�ůŝƐƚƐ�ZĞ͗�>ǇƚŚĐŽƚƚ
DĞĚŝĂƚŝŽŶ

Ϭ͘ϱϬ ΨϱϱϬ͘ϬϬ ΨϮϳϱ͘ϬϬ

:h>ͲϬϴͲϭϵ �ƌĂĨƚ�ĞŵĂŝů�ƚŽ��ĂƐƐŝŽƉƉŝ�ZĞ͗�>ǇƚŚĐŽƚƚ�ŽďũĞĐƚŝŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ƐĞƚƚůĞŵĞŶƚ
ĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞǀŝĞǁ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ

Ϭ͘ϯϬ ΨϱϱϬ͘ϬϬ Ψϭϲϱ͘ϬϬ

:h>ͲϬϵͲϭϵ ƌĞǀŝĞǁ�ŵƵůƚŝƉůĞ�ĞŵĂŝůƐ�ƌĞŐĂƌĚŝŶŐ�>ǇƚŚĐŽƚƚ�ŵĞĚŝĂƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞǀŝĞǁ
&/E�>�ŵĞĚŝĂƚĞĚ�ƐĞƚƚůĞŵĞŶƚ�ĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚ

Ϭ͘ϱϬ ΨϱϱϬ͘ϬϬ ΨϮϳϱ͘ϬϬ

:h>ͲϬϵͲϭϵ ZĞǀŝĞǁ�ĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶĂů�ĞŵĂŝůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞŶĐĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ��ŽƵƌƚ�ZĞ͗
DĞĚŝĂƚĞĚ�^ĞƚƚůĞŵĞŶƚ��ŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚ͘�WŚŽŶĞ�ĐĂůů�ƚŽ�ĐůŝĞŶƚ�ZĞ͗�ƚŚĞ
ƐĂŵĞ

Ϭ͘ϱϬ ΨϱϱϬ͘ϬϬ ΨϮϳϱ͘ϬϬ

:h>ͲϬϵͲϭϵ WŚŽŶĞ�ĐĂůůƐ�ǁŝƚŚ��ƌƵĐĞ�:ĂĐŬƐŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĐůŝĞŶƚ�ZĞ͗�ƐŝŐŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ŽĨ
DĞĚŝĂƚĞĚ�ƐĞƚƚůĞŵĞŶƚ�ĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚ

Ϭ͘ϯϬ ΨϱϱϬ͘ϬϬ Ψϭϲϱ͘ϬϬ

:h>ͲϭϬͲϭϵ ZĞǀŝĞǁ�ĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶĂů�ĞŵĂŝůƐ�Z�͗�>ǇƚŚĐŽƚƚ�ŵĞĚŝĂƚŝŽŶ Ϭ͘ϮϬ ΨϱϱϬ͘ϬϬ ΨϭϭϬ͘ϬϬ

WĂŐĞ�ϭ�ŽĨ�Ϯ
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��d� ��^�Z/Wd/KE ,KhZ^ Z�d� �DKhEd

:h>ͲϭϬͲϭϵ ZĞǀŝĞǁ�ĞŵĂŝůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶĂů�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĂů�ďǇ�DŝĐŚĂĞů�>ǇƚŚĐŽƚƚ͘
ZĞǀŝĞǁ�ƐŝŐŶĞĚ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ƐĞŶƚ�ďǇ�ĐůŝĞŶƚ͘

Ϭ͘ϱϬ ΨϱϱϬ͘ϬϬ ΨϮϳϱ͘ϬϬ

:h>ͲϭϭͲϭϵ ZĞǀŝĞǁ�ĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶĂů�ĞŵĂŝůƐ�ZĞ͗�>ǇƚŚĐŽƚƚ�ŵĞĚŝĂƚŝŽŶ͘ Ϭ͘ϯϬ ΨϱϱϬ͘ϬϬ Ψϭϲϱ͘ϬϬ

:h>ͲϭϭͲϭϵ ZĞǀŝĞǁ�ĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶĂů�ĞŵĂŝů�ĨƌŽŵ�DŝĐŚĂĞů�>ǇƚŚĐŽƚƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƚƚĂĐŚĞĚ
ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚ͘

Ϭ͘ϯϬ ΨϱϱϬ͘ϬϬ Ψϭϲϱ͘ϬϬ

:h>ͲϭϲͲϭϵ ZĞǀŝĞǁ�ĞŵĂŝůƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�DŝĐŚĂĞů�>ǇƚŚĐŽƚƚ͕�'ƌĞŐŐ�tĂůŬĞƌ�ĂŶĚ��ŽƵƌƚ Ϭ͘ϮϬ ΨϱϱϬ͘ϬϬ ΨϭϭϬ͘ϬϬ

:h>ͲϭϳͲϭϵ ZĞǀŝĞǁ�ĐŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞŶĐĞ�ƚŽ�:ƵĚŐĞ��ŝĚĞ�ĨƌŽŵ��ĂƐƐŝŽƉƉŝ�Θ�ĐĂůů�ĐůŝĞŶƚ
ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ

Ϭ͘ϰϬ ΨϱϱϬ͘ϬϬ ΨϮϮϬ͘ϬϬ

:h>ͲϮϱͲϭϵ ZĞǀŝĞǁ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ZĞ͗�tĂůŬĞƌ�ŵĞĚŝĂƚĞĚ�ĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚ͘��ƌĂĨƚ
ƐŝŐŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ďůŽĐŬ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŝŐŶ�ƐĂŵĞ͘

Ϭ͘ϲϬ ΨϱϱϬ͘ϬϬ ΨϯϯϬ͘ϬϬ

dŽƚĂů�ĂŵŽƵŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŝŶǀŽŝĐĞ Ψϭϰ͕ϬϴϬ͘ϬϬ

WĂŐĞ�Ϯ�ŽĨ�Ϯ

/EsK/���EhD��Z͗�ϭ
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