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I.
Acknowledgements

The members of the Minnesota Juvenile Court Centenary Planning Committee wish to thank everyone who contributed to the Committee’s programs and projects.   In particular, we want to highlight the work of those mentioned below. 
We are truly grateful to former Chief Justice Robert J. Sheran for his guidance and inspiration.  It was Justice Sheran’s suggestion that led to the Principles of Excellence.  He believed it was essential that the Committee draft a set of recommendations for positive change in the juvenile court system.  Also, Justice Sheran and Mrs. Sheran, through the Robert J. Sheran Fund of the Minneapolis Foundation, donated funds for the storyboard exhibit.  We also thank former Chief Justice Kathleen A. Blatz for her support and Associate Justice Paul H. Anderson who worked extensively with the Committee.  
In re Gault Reenactment – We thank Committee members State Law Librarian Barbara L. Golden and Daniel Lunde for coordinating this event.  We express our appreciation to the Justices of the Minnesota Supreme Court for their participation in reenacting the oral arguments of In re Gault and to Barbara L. Golden, for developing the script.  Barry C. Feld, Centennial Professor of Law at the University of Minnesota Law School, presented an outstanding address discussing the impact and legacy of this landmark decision.  We are thankful to the staff of the Court Information Office for their help with media coverage.  
Juvenile Justice Symposium – We thank Committee member James Reece for coordinating this event.  We express our gratitude to William Mitchell College of Law Dean Allen K. Easley for hosting Emerging and Innovative Ideas in Juvenile Law: A Symposium Celebrating 100 Years of Juvenile Courts in Minnesota.  Trace Landowski and Mary Ahlers, both of William Mitchell College of Law, provided excellent assistance with marketing and coordinating the Symposium. Robert L. Schug, Executive Editor of the William Mitchell Law Review, provided help in many ways, including preparing the Symposium articles for publication and coordinating the drafting of summaries of the speakers’ comments. We recognize and thank other William Mitchell Law Review staff members for their assistance to Symposium authors. We also express our gratitude to Jon Hyer for producing the Symposium video.  

Traveling Storyboard Exhibit – We thank Committee member Emily Duke for coordinating the production of the storyboards.  We are thankful to Marian E. Saksena for her knowledge and assistance in storyboard planning.  Our appreciation also goes to Robert Horton, State Archivist, for his advice concerning the storyboard panels and to Beth Holmes for designing the storyboards. 

Juvenile Justice Pioneers – We are most grateful to former Hennepin County Juvenile Court Judge Lindsay G. Arthur, Jr. for sharing his wisdom with future generations.  We thank Committee members Judge Denise D. Reilly and John Stuart for interviewing Judge Arthur and Judge John Van de North, Jr. for preparing a tribute to recently deceased Ramsey County Juvenile Court Judge Archie Gingold.
Because of the dedication and participation of all those mentioned above, the Committee was able to accomplish its mission of assessing and celebrating the first 100 years of juvenile court in Minnesota.  
II.
Minnesota Juvenile Court Centenary Planning Committee Membership
Committee Chairs

Honorable Robert J. Sheran, Former Chief Justice, Minnesota Supreme Court 
Honorable John Van de North, Jr., District Court Judge, Ramsey County, Minnesota
Committee Members

Honorable Paul H. Anderson, Associate Justice, Minnesota Supreme Court 
Honorable Denise D. Reilly, District Court Judge, Hennepin County, Minnesota 
Ann Ahlstrom, Staff Attorney/ Manager of the Children’s Justice Initiative, Minnesota 
James C. Backstrom, County Attorney, Dakota County, Minnesota 
Gail Chang Bohr, Executive Director, Children’s Law Center of Minnesota 
Emily Duke, Attorney at Law, Fredrikson & Byron 

Allen K. Easley, President and Dean, William Mitchell College of Law 
Barbara L. Golden, State Law Librarian, Minnesota State Law Library 
Daniel Lunde, Head of Outreach Services, Minnesota State Law Library  
William Mullin, Attorney at Law, Maslon Edleman, Borman & Brand 

James Reece, Attorney at Law, Zelle Hofmann Voelbel Mason & Gette 
Marian E. Saksena, Attorney at Law, Walling Berg & Debele 
John Stuart, State Public Defender, Minnesota 
Nancy Wiltgen, Attorney at Law, Leonard, Street and Deinard
III.
Committee Accomplishments
The Ramsey County Juvenile Court opened its doors on June 1, 1905. It was the first of its kind in Minnesota.  Other counties soon emulated Ramsey and juvenile courts were eventually established throughout the State of Minnesota.  As former Chief Justice Kathleen A. Blatz stated in a letter dated March 22, 2005 (Appendix F), these courts were “created with the turn-of-the century optimism promising better treatment for children.  Those working with the juvenile court system today know that there is still room for improvement.  Yet, there is also cause for celebration.” 
The impetus for establishing the Minnesota Juvenile Court Centenary Planning Committee was a letter sent by Gail Chang Bohr to Chief Justice Blatz.  Ms. Bohr, the Executive Director of Children’s Law Center of Minnesota, suggested to Chief Justice Blatz that the Judicial Branch should mark the one hundredth anniversary of the first juvenile court in Minnesota.  Chief Justice Blatz asked State Law Librarian Barbara L. Golden to work with Ms. Bohr and a Committee was established early in 2005. 
A.  Initial Meeting and Goals Established

The Minnesota Juvenile Court Centenary Planning Committee met for the first time on March 28, 2005.  At the meeting, the Committee decided to concentrate on three major programs and projects:  a reenactment of the oral arguments of the landmark 1967 United States Supreme Court case, In re Gault; a symposium addressing juvenile justice in Minnesota; and the creation of a traveling exhibit of storyboards, also commemorating juvenile justice in Minnesota – past, present and future. 

Because of the wide range of experience in juvenile justice and the intensity of the discussion at the first meeting, Committee Chair Hon. Robert J. Sheran asked the Committee to draft a set of recommendations for positive change in the juvenile justice system.  Even though Committee members held a broad array of views, it was decided that the principles would be balanced, and the recommendations would be those of the Committee itself – and not the Supreme Court.  The complete set of Committee recommendations is formalized in the Minnesota Juvenile Courts: Principles of Excellence for the Next 100 Years (Appendix B and 32 William Mitchell Law Review 877 (No. 3, 2006).
B.  Kick-Off Event - Reenactment of Arguments of In re Gault 
The Minnesota Supreme Court commemorated the 100th anniversary of juvenile courts in Minnesota by staging a reenactment of excerpts of the oral arguments that led to the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in In re Gault.  This kick-off event, planned and coordinated by the Committee, was held on Friday, May 13, 2005, in Courtroom 300 of the Minnesota Judicial Center in St. Paul.

Oral arguments for In re Gault occurred in 1966 and the opinion was released in 1967.  This landmark decision established due process rights for juveniles. Gerald Francis Gault, 15 years old and on probation, was taken into custody for allegedly making an obscene phone call.  No notice was left for Gault’s parents, who were at work when he was picked up.  After proceedings before a juvenile court judge, Gault – who was not represented by counsel – was committed to the Arizona State Industrial School until he reached the age of 21.  The United States Supreme Court reversed Gault’s conviction.  
Prior to the reenactment, Gail Chang Bohr, Executive Director of the Children’s Law Center of Minnesota provided an overview of the In re Gault opinion and the program. John Stuart, State Public Defender, presented the Appellants’ (Gault) argument by Norman Dorsen. James Reece, attorney from the law firm of Zelle Hofmann Voelbel Mason & Gette, presented the Appellees’ argument by Frank A. Parks.  Members of the Minnesota Supreme Court represented the U.S. Supreme Court and read excerpts of the decision.  After the reenactment, Barry C. Feld, Centennial Professor of Law, University of Minnesota Law School, addressed the impact and legacy of this important decision, which expanded the rights of juveniles in court proceedings.   

Following the reenactment, a post-event reception was held at the Minnesota Judicial Center. The reception was sponsored by Children’s Law Center of Minnesota and the law firm of Robins, Kaplan Miller & Ciresi.  The reception celebrated both the 100th anniversary of juvenile courts and the 10th anniversary of the Children’s Law Center. The reenactment and reception coincided with a meeting of the National Children’s Law Network being held in Minnesota and many members attended.
C.  Centerpiece Event – Juvenile Justice Symposium 

The Committee planned a program: Emerging and Innovative Ideas in Juvenile Law: A Symposium Celebrating 100 Years of Juvenile Courts in Minnesota. This day-long event was, as Minnesota Supreme Court Associate Justice Paul H. Anderson wrote in the written “Foreword” to the Symposium (Appendix N), planned to “celebrate what has been accomplished during the past 100 years, provide a realistic evaluation of where we are now, and formulate plans and recommendations for how the system can be better in the future.”  To coincide with the Symposium, Tim Pawlenty, Governor of the State of Minnesota, proclaimed, November 4, 2005, Minnesota Juvenile Court Day.   

Attendees from all over Minnesota came to the Symposium, which was held at William Mitchell College of Law in St. Paul. The capacity crowd of presenters and participants (191 attendees) included judges, attorneys, social workers, guardians ad litem, probation officers, and others involved with helping children in juvenile courts. The Symposium was a resounding success and one of the most successful programs ever held at William Mitchell Law School.  The Committee members believe this success to be an indication of the importance of the topics addressed, as well as the quality of the presenters. 
The Symposium was moderated by Committee member Nancy Wiltgen, of the law firm of Leonard, Street and Deinard. The Committee believed it important that multiple points of view be voiced at the Symposium, which included the following programs:  
· Supreme Court Overview of Juvenile Justice – Associate Justice Paul H. Anderson

· Identifying, Understanding and Meeting the Needs of Children 
· Brain Development in Children – Jonathan B. Jensen
· Mental Health Issues with Parents and Children – Lili Garfinkel, Lisa McNaughton, and Julie Young-Burns
· The Move Toward Problem-Solving Courts and the Changing Roles of Judges and Advocates in These Courts – Greg Gibson, James Reece, the Hon. Denise D. Reilly and the Hon. John Van de North, Jr.
· 100 Years of Juvenile Courts in Minnesota: 
· History, Evolution, and Current Status of Juvenile Courts in Minnesota – Wright Walling

· Confidentiality Issues Arising Out of Child Protection and Juvenile Delinquency – Kate Richtman, Tom Johnson, David Schechter, and John Stuart

· Properly Dealing with Youth Accused of Committing Sexual Offenses on Other Youth – Mindy Mitnick and Janis Bremer  

· Innovative Programs to Deal with Juvenile Issues Outside the Traditional Court Setting – James Backstrom and State Senator Jane Ranum

· Issues Relating to Minority Children in Delinquency and Child Protection Proceedings – the Hon. Tanya Bransford, the Hon. Anita Fineday and Marian E. Saksena

· Ethics and Standards of Practice in Representation – Ann Ahlstrom, Gail Chang Bohr and Colia Ceisel

A complete list of presenters, topics and times is in Appendix K.  During the Symposium lunch break, Bob Dylan’s song, Walls of Red Wing, was played.
  The song, recorded in 1963, is written from the perspective of a young man who is incarcerated in the boys reformatory in Red Wing, Minnesota.   
Symposium papers were published in 32 William Mitchell Law Review (No. 3, 2006).  Highlights of the issue include a “Foreword” by Associate Justice Paul H. Anderson, the Minnesota Juvenile Courts: Principles of Excellence for the Next 100 Years, and a historical overview of juvenile justice within the last century.  Other articles and authors are included in Appendix M. Robert L. Schug, Executive Editor of the William Mitchell Law Review, prepared summaries of each segment of the Symposium, which were sent to attendee after the conference.    

D.  Final Project - Traveling Storyboard Exhibit 
The third primary objective of the Committee was to create a traveling exhibit consisting of storyboards highlighting the history of the juvenile court in Minnesota.  This exhibit is geared toward both young people and adults and is intended to travel around Minnesota and be displayed in courthouses, libraries, schools, and historical societies.  
Committee Chair Hon. Robert Sheran and Mrs. Sheran, through the Robert J. Sheran Fund of the Minneapolis Foundation, donated funds for the storyboards. After substantial research and bids from three vendors, the Committee accepted the proposal submitted by Holmes Designs. 
There are five storyboards, which include historical photographs and the following content: 
· Wording from the original 1905 statute establishing juvenile courts in Minnesota
· Definitions for neglected and delinquent children (also from the 1905 statute)
· The need for separate courts for youth and an overview of brain development in children
· Timeline since 1874 – incorporating significant developments in the juvenile justice system
· Descriptions of innovative programs for the 21st Century - with examples such as Juvenile Substance Abuse Court, Juvenile Peer Court and Family Group Conferencing  
The Storyboards were first displayed at the 11th Anniversary Celebration & Benefit for the Children’s Law Center of Minnesota on October 5, 2006.  State Law Librarian Barbara L. Golden will work with the Court Information Office to advertise the availability of the storyboards.  Possible exhibit locations are Landmark Center; county courthouses (to coincide with the 100th anniversary of the establishment of their juvenile court); during Supreme Court oral arguments scheduled at high schools; the 2007 Criminal Justice Institute; bar association meetings; and the Capitol Rotunda (perhaps with a noon ceremony during the legislative session).  

E. Acknowledgement of Juvenile Justice Pioneers

The Committee planned to interview former Ramsey County Juvenile Court Judge Archie Gingold and former Hennepin County Juvenile Court Judge Lindsay G. Arthur, Jr.  These judges are generally acknowledged as pioneers in juvenile justice, and the Committee wanted to capture their wisdom and memories for future generations.  Judge Arthur was interviewed on September 27, 2006, by Judge Reilly and John Stuart.  The interview is captured on DVD and also transcribed.  Unfortunately, due to his untimely death, the Committee was unable to interview Judge Gingold.  A written tribute was prepared by Judge Van de North.
IV.
Further Action
The Minnesota State Law Library is the depository for all Committee materials and assumes responsibility for the following:

· Creating a website to showcase Committee materials concerning In re Gault, the Symposium, the traveling storyboard exhibit and juvenile court pioneers
· In re Gault script can be used in schools for such events as Constitution Day
· Distributing and marketing the Symposium DVD

· Copies will be given to the National Center for State Courts, National Judicial College and other appropriate organizations

· Advertising and administering the traveling storyboard exhibit
V.
Appendices

Appendix A – Letter of Gail Chang Bohr, Executive Director, Children’s Law Center of Minnesota, to 
Chief Justice Blatz – January 8, 2004

Appendix B – Memorandum of Barbara L. Golden, State Law Librarian, to State Court Administrator Sue Dosal – January 11, 2005
Appendix C – Full Committee Meeting Dates and Events – 2005-2006
Appendix D – Court Information Office Press Release Concerning In re Gault Reenactment – May 2005
Appendix E – Proclamation of Governor Tim Pawlenty declaring November 4, 2005, as Minnesota Juvenile Court Day
Appendix F – Symposium Schedule for Emerging and Innovative Ideas in Juvenile Law: A Symposium Celebrating 100 Years of Juvenile Courts in Minnesota – November 4, 2005
Appendix G – List of Symposium Articles Included in “Celebrating 100 Years of Juvenile Court in 


Minnesota” 32 William Mitchell Law Review (No. 3, 2006)
Appendix H – Minnesota Juvenile Courts Principles of Excellence for the Next 100 Years
Appendix I – Reproduction of Storyboard Exhibit Panels 

� Hon. Robert J. Sheran resigned as Committee Chair in mid-2005.  State Law Librarian Barb Golden acted as Chair until Judge John Van de North, Jr. assumed the Chair at the December 14, 2005, Committee meeting.    





� Committee members include judges, attorneys, academics and other individuals in the justice system.  


Appointed Committee members Robert Horton, Jim Koppel, John O. Sonsteng, and Wendy Zeller were unable to participate.  James Backstrom and Marian E. Saksena became members after the work of the Committee began. 





� Permission for performance of the song and publication of the lyrics was granted by Bob Dylan Music Company, October 12, 2005.
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