MNCIS Uniform Court Practice (UCP)

	Summary Information

	UCP Number:  3
	   

	UCP Description:
MNCIS will store the Minnesota Offense Codes (MOC) but the Courts will not be responsible for assigning or validating MOC Codes.
	Line of Business:
Criminal and Juvenile.

	Urgency:  

High
	Status:  

Approved by MNCIS Steering Committee on 4/19/02.  45-day stay expires on 6/3/02.

	Contact:

Nancy Harms

	Description of Process Change

	The Courts will rely on the MOC code for incident information only.  The Courts will not edit or revise the code in the case management system, even if changes to the charges and related statutes occur during the life cycle of the case.  As with other types of information, MNCIS may store changes to MOCs but the Courts will not be responsible for assigning or validating MOCs.

	Rationale

	From the Court’s perspective, statute is the data-of-record relative to the adjudication processes of charging, convicting, and sentencing.  While non-statutory offense elements may be of interest to the proceedings, ultimately the Court must determine whether a statute has been violated and what penalty is appropriate. Many, if not most, MOCs contain information about offense elements not defined in statute.  These elements about the incident only need to be collected once, at the time a complaint is filed.

Some MOCs can be used to describe offenses defined by more than one statute.  More often, an offense defined by a single statute can be described by many different MOCs.  Therefore, assignment of an MOC to a count is a subjective process and subject to error.  In short, there is no single MOC that will always accurately represent a particular statute.

	Business Intention(s)

	1.  Improve overall quality of justice and public safety

2.  Enhance judicial decision making and public safety by providing adequate & timely info

3.  Improve effectiveness and efficiency of case flow management

4.  Improve efficiency, convenience, certainty and service to those impacted by court’s case management

5.  Improve management and administration of the courts (i.e. records mgmt, appropriate access to documents & reduce time searching for documents)

7.  Improve ease of use & support of the court’s operational & information system (i.e. improve ease of information entry, update and query)

	Benefit(s)

	Eliminates the burden for court staff to assign or validate the MOC code upon initial filing of complaint or at any point throughout the life cycle of the case.

Eliminates the need to maintain the MOC code tables upon statutory changes.

Improves quality of data as it relates to statute and incident information.

	Impact Within Judicial Branch

	Eliminates the need for Court Administration involvement in determining and/or revising MOC codes.

	Impact On Other Agencies

	The prosecutor may be required to include an MOC for each charge on the complaint.

	Implementation Plan

	The use of the MOC code for incident information is intended to be a temporary measure necessary only until CriMNet provides the ability to link a prosecutor’s charge to an incident offense.

	Additional Information

	Judge McCarthy will ask CriMNet leadership what other ways the Courts can obtain this information.

In the future, a similar UCP may be added to address targeted misdemeanors.
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