MNCIS Uniform Court Practice (UCP)

	Summary Information

	UCP Number:
 14
	UCP Level:

 FORMDROPDOWN 


	UCP Description:
  Final Disposition for Each Charge
	Line of Business:
 Adult & Juvenile Criminal and Traffic

	Urgency:    FORMDROPDOWN 

	Status:   Reviewed by Steering Committee

Date:  January 8, 2004
Approved by the MNCIS Steering Committee February 12, 2004

	

	Contact:  Nancy Crandall

	Business Issue

	There is inconsistency in sentencing practices statewide resulting in incomplete and in some cases, inaccurate data.  

	Recommended Process Change

	As required by law, the Court needs to state, on the record, a final disposition for each individual charge.  MNCIS will compel the court user to enter a separate final disposition for each. This includes multiple cases where a combined sentence is imposed.

	Rationale

	As stated in the attached legal memorandum “…….this provides the defendant a clear understanding of the status of the charges against him, allows for accurate calculation of a defendant’s criminal history, and proper foundation for the parties and the appellate courts should the case go on appeal.”   

Current sentencing practices leave room for error and misinterpretation of the intended sentence resulting in incorrect information being recorded in the case management system and passed to our criminal justice partners. The Court’s intended disposition relative to all pending charges is not always clear. If the minutes or sentencing order do not specifically address each charge, the margin of error is increased. This is common in situations where there are multiple counts on one complaint as well as when multiple files for a single defendant are addressed at a combined sentencing hearing.

	Impact Within Judicial Branch

	Judicial officers will be made aware of the need to standardize sentencing practices through education materials provided in conjunction with the MNCIS rollout.  MNCIS will be designed and configured to necessitate compliance.

	Impact On Other Agencies

	Other agencies will benefit from more complete and accurate disposition information.

	Additional Comments

	 This practice change would greatly enhance the integrity of the court’s disposition information and increase the confidence of those who rely on the court’s information. This practice change will be implemented upon approval.
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