
Fourth Judicial District 
Family Violence Coordinating Council 

Serving Hennepin County 

Present:  Aaron Milgrom, Anna VonRueden, Beth Hogan, Deb Eckberg, Elsa Swenson, Jacob Kraus, Jennifer Saunders, John 
Phung, Kari Torberg, Kate Wilson, Katie Brey, Lisa McNaughton, Melynda Nelson, Melanie Sanchez, Michael Weinstein, Penny 
McTigue, Rachel Kraker, Rachel Ratner, Siri Lokensgard, Sonya Voss. 
Guest: Deena Anders. 

1. Katie Brey welcomed members on behalf of the co-chairs.

2. March minutes were approved by members.

3. Deena Anders, Executive Director, presented the 2019 Fatality Review Team annual report. This is the 20th year of the
annual review. She reviewed the mission of the Team, their methodology, 2019 results, opportunities, and historic
results.  Ms. Anders encouraged members to take the survey located on the Team website at
www.amatteroflifeanddeath.org.   The survey will be open until the end of the year.  Ms. Anders’ presentation and the
annual report are attached to these minutes.

Members discussed the Legislative opportunity as it relates to PSIs, DANCOs, pre-pleas, misdemeanors, versus felony
domestic violence charges. FVCC committees, as noted, will review their assigned opportunity and report back to the
Council on possible action steps.

Legislation: Criminal Committee; Elsa Swenson. 
Court Administration/Criminal Court:                 Executive Committee 
Family Court/Family Court Services:  Civil Committee 
Law Enforcement:   Advocate Committee 
Medical:   Executive Committee. 

4. Committee reports were provided with the agenda.  There were no questions from Council members.

5. Agency updates were continued to the October meeting.  Jennifer Saunders will present the Criminal Committee
created/sponsored “Domestic Violence Process Flowchart”.

Next Meeting  
October 8, 2020 

Use this link to find us on the web. 
http://www.mncourts.gov/Find-Courts/Hennepin/Family-Violence-Coordinating-Council-(FVCC).aspx 

Use this link to access our Google Calendar of events. 
https://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=fvcccalendar%40gmail.com&ctz=America/Chicago 

Family Violence Coordinating Council 

September 10, 2020 
Minutes 

Full Council Meeting 
12:15 – 1:30 PM 

http://www.amatteroflifeanddeath.org/
http://www.mncourts.gov/Find-Courts/Hennepin/Family-Violence-Coordinating-Council-(FVCC).aspx
https://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=fvcccalendar%40gmail.com&ctz=America/Chicago
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Family Violence Coordinating Council 

Committee Updates - September 10, 2020 

Advocate Committee:  Committee chair Rachel Ratner reported the Committee has been meeting every 

month since May. Katie Brey, 4th District Senior Manager, and Jessica Rahier, 4th District Operations 

Supervisor, discussed processes surrounding OFPs at the July meeting.  Previous meeting discussions 

have centered on the impact of the pandemic and death of George Floyd.  Concern was expressed about 

where communities are going and how domestic violence agencies fit in.  A weekly subgroup has been 

meeting weekly to discuss racism and justice.  The Committee is still working on options for a 2020 

training opportunity. Rachel gave feedback on the Criminal Committee flow chart.  Rachel attended a 

prosecutors meeting and asked that they consider appearing by phone for in-custody domestic 

arraignments when they are not at court or send a written request for DANCOs, addressing the Ness 

factors.  A date for a September meeting is still being decided.  Anyone interested in joining the 

committee can contact Rachel at RachelR@sojournerproject.org. 

Civil Committee:  Committee chair Michael Weinstein reported the committee last met on July 23 using 

remote technology.  The committee has finalized plans and is sponsoring two listening sessions with the 

family bench.  Flyers have gone out to Civil and Advocacy Committee members for sessions scheduled 

on September 4th, 18th, and 25th.  The Committee will meet again on September 24. Anyone interested 

in joining the committee can contact Michael at Michael.Weinstein@hennepin.us.   

Criminal Committee:  The criminal committee met on 8/17/2020.  We discussed the training conducted 

on 7/16/2020 via Microsoft Teams on the Interstate compact and probation transfers.  It was well 

attended with just over 30 participants and the probation department did a great job.  We have another 

training on the intersection of animal abuse and family violence tentatively scheduled for 

10/23/2020.  The participants shared agency updates from the City Attorney, County Attorney, MPD, 

probation and advocacy organizations, including the impacts of Covid on court calendars, appearances 

and programming.  There was also discussion about the impact of the pandemic on domestic violence 

case and report numbers and on how potential reforms in policing may impact victims of domestic and 

sexual violence.  This discussion will be ongoing in the committee moving forward and participants are 

encouraged to share information and resources.  The next criminal committee meeting with be on 

Monday, October 19, 2020 at 1:30 pm (via Microsoft Teams) and anyone interested in joining the 

committee should contact Jennifer Saunders at: jennifer.saunders@minneapolismn.gov 

Juvenile Committee:  Committee co-chair Jacob Kraus reporter the Committee is set to meet remotely 

on Sept. 8. Agenda items will include focusing our membership list on who has capacity to help in these 

uncertain times and to hear how people have been handling their important work. At our last meeting, 

we discussed having two speakers (a DHS trainer regarding domestic violence and someone from the 

Greater Minneapolis Crisis Nursery). Those discussions continue. Those interested in joining the 

committee should contact Jacob at Jacob.Kraus@hennepin.us or Lisa McNaughton at 

Lisa.McNaughton@hennepin.us. 
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