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STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT

CARVER COUNTY PROBATE DIVISION

In Re:

Estate of Prince Rogers Nelson,

Deceased.

Court File No. 10-PR-16-46

PROTOCOL PRIOR TO
POTENTIAL GENETIC TESTING

1. The Court, in its May 18, 2016 Order Regarding Claims Pursuant to the Parentage Act

and the Probate Code, ruled that that a party claiming a genetic relationship to the decedent that

may give rise to heirship must file an affidavit with the Court setting forth the facts that establish

the reasonable possibility of the existence of such relationship. In addition, persons having

already appeared in the above action claiming to be heirs must provide the Special Administrator

(c/o Laura Krishnan at Stinson Leonard Street) with answers under oath by sworn affidavit to

the Request for Parentage Information attached hereto as “Exhibit A” no later than June 10,

2016.

2. In addition to complying with the May 18, 2016 Order referenced above in Paragraph 1,

persons later appearing in the above action claiming to be heirs must provide the Special

Administrator (c/o Laura Krishnan at Stinson Leonard Street) with answers under oath by

sworn affidavit to the Request for Parentage Information attached hereto as “Exhibit A” no later

than one week after filing an appearance in the action.

3. Within three (3) business days after receiving answers to the Request for Parentage

Information from a person claiming to be an heir, the Special Administrator will advise the

person in writing of its determination that: (a) the person’s familial relationship to the Decedent
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is established as a matter of law, with no need for further genetic testing; (b) genetic testing of

the person (and potentially others related to the person, including the person’s mother) is

necessary to determine whether the person may be an heir; (c) the person is precluded from being

an heir as a matter of law; (d) additional facts or information are needed; or (e) the person has

failed to comply or otherwise fully cooperate with the Special Administrator.

4. To the extent that the person disagrees with the Special Administrator’s determination,

that person may file an objection with the Court within the later of (a) three (3) business days of

receiving the Special Administrator’s determination or (b) June 20, 2016. The Court will then

rule upon the objection at a hearing dated June 27, 2016, or at such later time determined by the

Court.

5. Genetic testing will be performed by DNA Diagnostics Center pursuant to its established

procedures and protocols. (Such procedures and protocols are attached hereto as “Exhibit B”.)

All persons tested will be required to sign a HIPAA Privacy Authorization Form permitting

DNA Diagnostics Center and the Special Administrator to release the results of genetic testing in

the manner indicated below.

6. The Special Administrator will provide the results of genetic testing to the person(s)

subjected to testing, and then served upon all parties and filed with the Court no earlier than three

(3) business days thereafter. The genetic testing results shall also be available to be offered as

evidence in any proceeding pertaining to the Estate of Prince Rogers Nelson.
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Exhibit A

REQUEST FOR PARENTAGE INFORMATION

Special Administrator Bremer Trust requests that you provide answers to the following questions
and requests for information by affidavit signed under oath.

1. What is your full name?

2. What is your birth date?

3. Where were you born?

4. Please provide a certified copy of your birth certificate.

5. What are the full names of your biological parents?

6. Were your biological parents married when you were born? (If yes, answer the subparts
below.)

a. When were your parents married?

b. Where were your parents married?

c. What was your biological mother’s maiden name?

d. Please provide a certified copy of your parents’ marriage certificate or other proof
of marriage.

e. Were your parents divorced? If so, please provide the date of the divorce and a
certified copy of the divorce decree or other proof of divorce.

7. Were your biological parents married after you were born? (If yes, answer the subparts
below.)

a. When were your parents married?

b. Where were your parents married?

c. What was your biological mother’s maiden name?

d. Did the man who married your biological mother acknowledge his paternity of
you in writing filed with a state registrar of vital records?

e. Was the man who married your biological mother named as your father on your
birth record with his consent?
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f. Was the man who married your biological mother obligated to support you under
a written voluntary promise or by court order?

g. Please provide a certified copy of your parents’ marriage certificate or other proof
of marriage.

h. Were your parents divorced? If so, please provide the date of the divorce and a
certified copy of the divorce decree or other proof of divorce.

8. If your parents were not married when you were born, had they attempted to marry each
other by a marriage solemnized in apparent compliance with law, although the attempted
marriage is or could be declared void, voidable or otherwise invalid? (If yes, answer the
subparts below.)

a. What was the date of the attempted marriage?

b. Where did the attempted marriage take place?

c. Please provide proof of the attempted marriage.

d. If the invalid marriage was terminated by death, annulment, declaration of
invalidity, dissolution or divorce, please provide the date of the termination and
any proof of such termination.

9. If your parents did not marry or attempt to marry, did any man receive you into his home
and openly hold you out as his biological child? If yes, please name the man and provide
details and other evidence (e.g. sworn statements, photographs, documents) to support
your answer.

10. If your parents did not marry or attempt to marry, did any man and your biological
mother acknowledge the man’s paternity of you in a writing signed by both of them
under Minn. Stat. § 257.34 (copy attached) and filed with the state registrar of vital
records? If yes, please provide a certified copy of such writing.

11. If your parents did not marry or attempt to marry, did any man and your biological
mother execute a recognition of parentage of you pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 257.75 (copy
attached)? If yes, please provide a certified copy of such recognition of parentage.

12. Is any other man presumed to be your father under any of the presumptions found in
Minn. Stat. § 257.55 (copy attached)? If yes, please provide details, and also whether the
other man signed a written consent if your father and mother signed a written
acknowledgment of paternity under Request No 10 above.

13. Was your biological mother married to any man other than your biological father when
you were born or within 280 days before your birth?
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14. Does a judgment or order exist determining a parent and child relationship between you
and one or more parents? If so, please provide details and a certified copy of such
judgment or order.

15. Detail the actions taken by you to confirm that the responses to the above requests are
true and accurate.

16. If you contend additional information is needed or should be considered by the Special
Administrator to support your claim to be an heir, please provide such information.
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Exhibit B
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DNA Parentage-Relationship Testing Overview 
 
DNA Diagnostics Center (DDC) is an ISO/IEC 17025 and AABB accredited laboratory.  As 
such, DDC follows strict testing standards including standardized procedures and quality control 
throughout the testing process. 
 
DDC is responsible for maintaining chain of custody throughout all phases of the testing process 
from specimen collection through storage and archiving of case files and samples. DDC handles 
all samples in such a manner to ensure that they will not be contaminated, tampered with, or 
substituted.  
 
The collection is performed and witnessed by a competent person that has no interest in the 
testing outcome. DDC’s specimen collectors act as witnesses to the sample collection process, 
and their name and contact information become part of the laboratory’s permanent record. 
 
The person performing the collection will confirm the identity of the person tested and record the 
stated family relationship. The specimen collector is required to obtain government-issued photo 
identification of the parties collected to ensure that the sample is collected from the appropriate 
individual, or in the case of a minor child, written parental or guardian consent. If a minor child 
is being collected, a parent or legal guardian must sign indicating their relationship to the minor 
child and provide documentation of that relationship. 
 
In addition, the collected party must verify that the label on the specimen is accurate, and all 
specimens are sealed in tamper-proof packaging prior to shipment to DDC’s laboratory. 
 
The chain of custody form is completed with all required information and adult parties are asked 
to verify the accuracy of all information prior to sample collection. DDC’s chain of custody 
documentation has been introduced and readily accepted without challenge as an item of 
evidence in many paternity hearings across the country. 
 
DDC has agreements with several national overnight courier services for the shipment of 
specimens to its laboratories. 
 
Upon receipt at the laboratory, samples and chain of custody documents are examined for 
accuracy and completeness. The integrity of sample shipping containers is verified to ensure that 
no tampering has occurred between the time of sample collection and the time the package 
arrives at the laboratory. The accessioning technician signs and dates the chain of custody form 
as an affirmation that the form is complete and that all samples were correctly labeled and 
received intact. If the integrity of the packaging has been compromised. 
 
When samples are deemed acceptable for testing, the samples and chain of custody forms are bar 
coded with a unique numerical identifier, logged into the sample tracking database, and the 
corresponding client data is entered by an accessioning associate. All entry of client data must 
pass a quality audit prior to samples being processed in the laboratory. This process involves 
required concordance for duplicate entry by a second individual to ensure samples meet all 
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acceptance criteria and to confirm accurate data entry for spelling of names, dates of birth, etc. 
Samples are then submitted to the laboratory for processing. DDC utilizes automated processes 
and equipment whenever possible.  
 
DDC is committed to providing every client with accurate, thorough, and expedient paternity test 
results. DDC provides its clients with DNA testing performed using PCR (Polymerase Chain 
Reaction) technology and STR (Short Tandem Repeat) markers for routine analysis. DDC has 
been using STR technology since 1997, having conducted testing on over eight million samples 
(8,000,000) to date. This technology is approved by the AABB and is by far the most prevalent 
DNA testing methodology currently in use by AABB accredited laboratories. 
 
DDC was commended by the AABB in 2004 for being the first laboratory to truly offer double 
blind testing. DNA Diagnostics Center is the only DNA testing laboratory that performs every 
test twice, testing every genetic system in duplicate, not just exclusions, and not just a subset of 
the genetic markers. Our Dual Processing™ procedures ensure that each sample is tested in 
duplicate.  Every sample is bar coded then independently logged-in, extracted, processed, and all 
genetic systems are analyzed twice by two separate teams.  

 
All STR markers employed by DDC for its routine parentage testing are commercially available, 
and their performance characteristics are well understood, reproducible, validated, and accepted 
by the scientific and legal communities. In total, DDC has thirty-six (36) validated and 
commercially available STR systems (including Amelogenin) which will be deployed as 
necessary to ensure that tests completed will achieve a guaranteed minimum probability of 
paternity of 99.9% for standard cases though the majority of standard cases will have an average 
probability of paternity of 99.999999%. 
 
 
For cases that involve in-direct relationship testing including avuncular, single grandparentage 
and Siblingship (full –siblingship & half- siblingship) tests will provide a statistical likelihood 
that gives evidence to support the tested relationship. A test of this nature also will not directly 
exclude the relationship. However, the test can give the odds of the relationship based on the 
purported relationship and the systems tested. If a sufficient number of in-direct relatives 
(aunt/uncle, sibling, grandparent) are tested (3 or more),  the alleged common relative’s profile 
can be reconstructed and the test can be just as informative as a direct paternity test. This test is 
called a Family Reconstruction case.   
 
Second degree relationship tests, Avuncular Tests (Uncle/Aunt), Single Grandparentage and 
Half-siblingship , are tests that can be utilized to show a relationship to the Child if there is only 
this one living (or available) relative of the child  (the alleged father and one paternal 
grandparent is deceased).  A true Biological Uncle (Aunt), grandparent, or half-sib, will share ¼ 
of their DNA with the child.  Our test evaluates how frequently these two parties share alleles as 
compared to a random person in the population (random sharing). The results of this test tell you 
the strength of the evidence that would support the relationship that is evaluated.  For this reason, 
it is essential to clearly define the relationship in question and how the tested parties are related. 
Testing of the Mother is always recommended when evaluating a paternal relationship.  The 
mother helps to define the obligatory allele (the allele that must come from the Biological 
Father).  
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If a Paternal Uncle, Paternal Grandfather or Paternal (male ) Half-sibling is tested with a male 
child, YSTR testing can also be considered. Y STR testing exams of the male-specific 
contribution to the child. A father will pass his Y chromosome to his son unchanged with the 
exception of a possible mutation.  Since the Y chromosome in any paternal line will be identical, 
the unrelated Alleged relative can be excluded directly by this test. YSTRs can also be combined 
with autosomal STRs (used in our standard paternity and kinship case) to increase the likelihood 
odds for testing involving male relatives in the paternal line.  
 
If there is a suspected Maternal relationship among tested relatives, Mitochondrial testing can 
also be considered. Mitrochodrial testing exams of the maternal-specific contribution to the 
child. A mother will pass her mitochondria to her off-spring unchanged again with the exception 
of a possible mutation.  Since the Mitochondria in any Maternal line will be identical, the 
unrelated Alleged relative can be excluded directly by this test.  The Mitochondrial testing can 
also be combined with autosomal STRs (used in our standard paternity and kinship case) to 
increase the likelihood odds for testing involving maternally related relatives.  
 
 

009

10-PR-16-46 Filed in First Judicial District Court
6/1/2016 3:22:25 PM

Carver County, MN


