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APPOINTMENTS TO THE ADVISORY 
TASK FORCE ON THE CIVIL 
COMMITMENT PROCESS ORDER 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Laws Chapter 636, Article 8, Section 8 requests this Court 
to convene an advisory task force to study the civil commitment process; and 

WHEREAS, the statute sets out the composition of the membership of the advisory 
task force. 

NOW THEREFORE IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. The following persons are appointed to the advisory task force: 

Lisa Anderson-Reed 
Social Worker 
Carlton County Social Services 
30 10th Street N. 
Cloquet, MN 55729 

Lois Bendix 
401 11 th Street 
Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

Senator Don Betzold 
G24 Capitol 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Mary Davies, Exec. Director 
Linden Center for Psychological Help 
3459 Washington Drive 
Eagan, MN 55122 

Dr. Dallas Erdman 
Hem-repin County Medical Center 
Department of Psychiatry 
701 Park Avenue S., #844 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 

Referee James Finley 
Second Judicial District 
760 Ramsey Cty. Govt. Ctr. West 
50 W. Kellogg Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN 55102 

Justice Sandra Gardebring 
426 MN Judicial Center 
25 Constitution Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Judge James Gibbs 
Tenth Judicial District Court Judge 
Anoka County Courthouse 
325 East Main Street 
Anoka, MN 55303 



Beverly Jones Heydinger 
Deputy Attorney General 
Public & Human Resources 
Section 
520 Lafayette Road 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Judge Margaret Shaw Johnson 
Third Judicial District Court Judge 
Winona County Courthouse 
171 West Third Street 
Winona, MN 55987 

Senator Sheila Kiscaden 
143 State Office Building 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Bonnie Lee 
Legal Issues Coordinator 
Residential Program Mgmt. Div. 
Department of Human Services 
444 Lafayette Road 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Representative Carlos Mariani 
303 State Office Building 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Judge Harlan L. Nelson 
Seventh Judicial District 
Otter Tail County Courthouse 
121 West Junius 
Fergus Falls, MN 56537 

Norma Schleppegrell 
130 15 Beauty Mountain Road 
Hibbing, MN 55746 

Eric Janus 
Professor of Law 
William Mitchell College of Law 
875 Summit Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55105 

Kathleen Kelso, Director 
Mental Health Assn. of MN 
2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Suite 412 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

Chief Bradley Kollman 
St. Peter Police Department 
207 S. Front Street 
St. Peter, MN 56082 

Evelyn Lund 
Court Manager, Mental Health Division 
Hennepin County District Court 
C- 12 Government Center 
300 S. Sixth Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55487 

Judge Dennis Murphy 
Ninth Judicial District Court Judge 
P.O. Box 366 
Thief River Falls, MN 56701 

Representative Jim Rhodes 
3 13 State Office Building 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Gerald Schmidt 
Mental Health Program Manager 
Blue Earth County Social Services 
Courthouse 
204 S. Fifth Street 
P.O. Box 8608 
Mankato, MN 56002 



Roger Schwab 
Client Advocate 
Willmar Regional Treatment Ctr. 
Box 1128 
Willmar, MN 56201 

Pat Seibert 
Managing Attorney 
MN Mental Health Law Project 
430 First Avenue N., Suite 300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

Dr. Thomas Stapleton 
St. Peter Regional Treatment Ctr. 
100 Freeman Drive 
St. Peter, MN 56082 

Cecelia Taylor 
1321 E. Skyline Parkway 
Duluth, MN 55805 

Tim Tinglestad 
Assistant Beltrami County 
Attorney 
207 Fourth Street 
P.O. Box 1653 
Bemidji, MN 56601 

Tom Tinkham 
Attorney at Law 
Pillsbury Center South 
220 S. Sixth Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 

John Whalen Janice Wheat 
Executive Director Family Law and Mental Health Division 
Alliance for the Mentally Ill of Anoka County Attorney’s Office 
Minnesota Government Center 
970 Raymond Avenue, Suite 105 2100 3rd Avenue N. 
St. Paul, MN 55114 Anoka, MN 55303 

Carolyn Wheeler 
South Central Human Relations 
Center 
215 S. Oak 
Owatonna, MN 55060 

Richard Zimmerman 
Attorney at Law 
Ryan, Ryan & Zimmerman 
P.O. Box 388 
Aitkin, MN 56231 

Dr. Steven Zuckerman 
Aspen Clinic 
3 024 Snelling Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 55406 

2. The following persons are appointed as ex-officio members of the task force: 

John Zakelj 
Planner, Mental Health Division 
Department of Human Services 
444 Lafayette Road 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Kathy Zarn 
Admissions Officer 
St. Peter Regional Treatment Center 
100 Freeman Drive 
St. Peter, MN 56082 



3. The advisory task force shall conduct a study of the civil commitment process and 
make recommendations concerning the following: 

(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 

(6) 
(7) 
(8) 

(9) 
(10) 

(11) 
(12) 

(13) 
(14) 

hearings and procedures governing administration of neuroleptic medications; 
provisional discharges; 
monitoring of medication; 
mental health treatment advance declarations; 
relationship between the commitment act and the psychopathic personality 
statute; 
criteria for commitment and 72-hour holds; 
time lines and length of commitment; 
impact of available resources and service delivery systems on commitments 
and implementation of least restrictive alternatives; 
training and expertise of professionals involved in the commitment process; 
separation of functions and conflicts of interest and related due process issues 
in the commitment process; 
rights of patients; 
variations in implementation and interpretation of commitment laws around 
the state; 
vulnerable adult reporting and mental competency issues; and 
any other commitment, legal, and treatment issues identified by the task 
force. 

3. Justice Gardebring shall convene the first meeting of the committee. 

4. The advisory task force shall submit a written report to this Court, the governor and 
the legislature by January 15, 1996. 

DATED: s-4-w 
BY THE COURT: 

Rosalie E. Wahl 
Associate Justice 
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