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STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF CARVER FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Case Type: Contract
Mixed Blood Theatre, Case No.
Plaintiff,
V.
COMPLAINT

Paisley Park Enterprises, LLC, Paisley Park
Enterprises, Inc., Barron Event Planning and
Management, Bremer Trust, National
Association, and the Estate of Prince Rogers
Nelson,

Defendants.

Mixed Blood Theatre, for its Complaint against Paisley Park Enterprises, LLC,
Paisley Park Enterprises, Inc., Barron Event Planning and Management, Bremer Trust,
National Association, and the Estate of Prince Rogers Nelson, states:

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

L This Court has subject-matter jurisdiction over this action, which is based
on Defendants’ violations of state law and pertains to the administration, settlement, or
distribution of the Estate of Prince Rogers Nelson.

2. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendants who are residents or
citizens of the State of Minnesota, who have a principal place of business in, who conduct
substantial business in, or who have substantial general and specific contacts to, the State

of Minnesota, including contacts giving rise to the claims asserted in this Complaint.
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3. This judicial district is an appropriate venue as substantial events giving rise

to this action occurred in Carver County, Minnesota.

FACTS GIVING RISE TO THIS ACTION

4. On or about February 15, 2016, Mixed Blood Theatre entered into a contract
entitled Paisley Park Rental Agreement with Barron Event Planning and Management
(“Barron”), on behalf of Paisley Park Enterprises (“Agreement”). A copy of the Agreement
is attached hereto as Exhibit 1 and is incorporated herein as if fully restated.

5. The Agreement was signed by Barron and Paisley Park Enterprises. The first
sentence of the Agreement identifies “Paisley Park Enterprises, a Minnesota LLC
authorized to equip, and operate Paisley Park Studios.” The only entity on record with the
Minnesota Secretary of State bearing the name “Paisley Park Enterprises” is Paisley Park
Enterprises, Inc., a Minnesota corporation whose CEO is listed as Prince Nelson.
Discovery is required to confirm the identity of the party to the Agreement identified as
Paisley Park Enterprises. As referred to herein, the term “Paisley Park Enterprises”
includes Paisley Park Enterprises, LLC and Paisley Park Enterprises, Inc.

6. Mixed Blood Theatre relied upon the Agreement as an integral part of its
40™ Anniversary Gala fundraiser to be held on May 14, 2016, at Paisley Park Studios.

7. The Gala had been announced a year in advance and a committee of
volunteers, board members, and staff worked tirelessly in anticipation of the crucial fund-

raising event.

8. Mixed Blood Theatre sold 1,000 tickets for the event.
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9. After learning of Prince Rogers Nelson’s death on April 22, 2016,
representatives of Mixed Blood Theatre promptly communicated with Barron about the
plans for the event and Paisley Park Studios, and Barron confirmed that the event could
go forward as planned.

10.  The Probate Court for Carver County appointed Bremer Trust, National
Association (“Bremer Trust”) as Special Administrator for the Estate of Prince Rogers
Nelson.

1. Bremer Trust and the Estate of Prince Rogers Nelson had knowledge of the
contract allowing Mixed Blood Theatre to hold the Gala at Paisley Park.

12. On May 6, 2016, two weeks after Prince Rogers Nelson’s death and just a
week before the setup for the event was scheduled to take place, Traci Bransford, a
representative of Bremer Trust, announced that the Gala could not be held at Paisley Park
Studios as planned. Ms. Bransford proposed an alternative outdoor event space on the
Paisley Park Studio premises, a proposal Mixed Blood Theatre was prepared to accept but
which Bremer Trust withdrew just a few hours later.

3. These actions constituted an intentional procurement of breach of the
Agreement by Bremer Trust and the Estate of Prince Rogers Nelson.

14.  Bremer Trust and the Estate of Prince Rogers Nelson cannot meet their
burden of proof to show justification for its procurement of the breach of the Agreement.

15. In fact, Defendants did breach the Agreement and procure its breach with

such short timing and notice that Mixed Blood Theatre was forced to cancel the Gala.
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16.  As a result of the breach, among other things, Mixed Blood Theatre was
required to refund the ticket purchase price for nearly 1,000 tickets and to incur related
costs, as well as to forego revenues from silent and live auction items, a photo booth, a
series of games and other planned activities, fund-a-need donations for its capital
improvement project, and anticipated future donations, the value of which are all
reasonably estimated pursuant to well-established practices for fund-raising events.

17. Mixed Blood Theatre has suffered damages as a result of the breach of the

Agreement in an amount in excess of $50,000 with the specific amount to be proven at

trial.
COUNTI
BREACH OF CONTRACT
18.  The allegations of paragraphs 1-17 are incorporated herein as if fully
restated.

19.  Mixed Blood Theatre had a valid and enforceable Agreement with Paisley
Park Enterprises and Barron, and fulfilled all of its obligations under the Agreement.

20.  Paisley Park Enterprises and Barron breached the Agreement.

2. Mixed Blood Theatre incurred damages as a result of the breach of the

Agreement in an amount in excess of $50,000 with the specific amount to be proven at

trial.
COUNT II
TORTIOUS INTERFERENCE WITH CONTRACT
22. The allegations of paragraphs 1-21 are incorporated herein as if fully
restated.
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23.  Bremer Trust and the Estate of Prince Rogers Nelson are liable to Mixed
Blood Theatre for tortious interference with contract for procuring breach of the
Agreement.

24. Mixed Blood Theatre incurred damages as a result of the tortious
interference with the Agreement in an amount in excess of $50,000 with the specific
amount to be proven at trial.

25.  Mixed Blood Theatre is entitled to recover its attorneys’ fees for its claims
for the breach of contract as part of its damages for the tortious interference with

contract.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF
WHEREFORE, Mixed Blood Theatre seeks to recover judgment against Paisley
Park Enterprises, Barron Event Planning and Management, Bremer Trust and the Estate
of Prince Rogers Nelson for:
1. Damages in an amount in excess of $50,000 with the specific amount to be
proven at trial;
2. Attorneys’ fees and costs; and

3. Such other and further relief as the Court may deem proper.
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Dated: February 8, 2017 GREENE ESPEL PLLP

s/Jeanette M. Bazis

Jeanette M. Bazis, Reg. No. 0255646
Larry D. Espel, Reg. No. 0027595
Anna M. Tobin, Reg. No. 0395706
222 S. Ninth Street, Suite 2200
Minneapolis, MN 55402
jbazis@greeneespel.com
lespel@greeneespel.com
atobin@greeneespel.com

(612) 373-0830

Attorneys for Plaintiff, Mixed Blood
Theatre

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

The undersigned hereby acknowledges that costs, disbursements and reasonable
attorney and witness fees may be awarded pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 549.211, subd. 2, to

the party against whom the allegations in this pleading are asserted.

s/Jeanette M. Bazis
Jeanette M. Bazis
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“licerise Agreement” or Agreement”), made this

2/1 0;6 by Barron EventPlanning &-‘Maﬁﬁaggmenf,ﬁm»b,eh'aif’df”!?azisléy.Park Enterprises, a Minfigsota

LLCauthorized to.equip, and operate Paisley Park Stu

dios: Bari‘dnz-Evenfék!ahhIng‘;{&Mgn’Qgement

(héré’fﬁaﬁiﬁr‘colfedively;cal_l’ed “Manager”), and Mixed:Blood Theatre, {hereinafter called “Yser”).

Useracknowledges and warranits that it has properly and-lawfully atithorized the executioi of this

Agreement and that it'has further auth

on behalf of the User:

Witness: All terms and conditions an
are incorpordted.and made.a

refation fo.Use ent
between Manageran
‘occupythat portio
Space”, “Paisley Par

accordance herewith.

Event Name:

Exclusive Licensed Space:

Move In:

Move Out;

Useras fall

tudios
notlimited to the réstrooms, e
areas, User acknowledges and agiess that
andshall not élaim at any time;

space s defined as,
ntrance way,

Revelry: A Red-tie Affair

Friday, May 13, 2016
Gala/Auction/

Staff Space

Saturday, May 14, 2016
Gala/Auction

Friday, May 13, 2016
Saturday, May 14, 2016

orized the' 8é?bw"‘fdéntiﬁed;p'_e__rson(s) to execute this Agreement

d covenants recited herein and in all documents attached hereto
partof the:License:Agreement unless:inapplicable by their terys in
rformanceto be preséntad in Manager’s facilitles. It is mutually agreed
ows: Manaéer grants to User a non-assignable right to use and
‘ParkiStudios as described below, herein referredto “Exclusive Licensed
except the Exclusive Licensed Space, Including, but
courtyard, parking facilities sidewalks and loading dock
this Agreerent ¢ ¢ates a license only and User does not,
any interest of this license:orthe User’s use of said property in

7:00a.m. - 11:59 p.m.
_ Sound Stage, Disco Room,
- Courtyard, Parking Area,
.Kitchen

Boiler Room

7:00a.m.~11:59 p.m,
Sound Stage, Disco Room,

Courtyard, Parking Area,
Kitchen

7:00 a.m.
11:59 p.m.
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Rent: Friday, May 13, 2016 Complimentary
Sound Stage, Disco Room,
Courtyard, Parking Area,

Saturday, May 14, 2016 $20,000.00
Sound Stage, Disco Room,
Courtyard, Parking Area,

1, Courtyard, Pa king:Area Is walved for Friday for setup
rew:will'be llowed accessto the veng: son-Friday; May13;
' : .,?asedf"o'n'.dépq_si,t;:ofﬁﬂftyt;p'ercenté'of%re'ru'faiéfee,

Total rent if deposit is received at time of contract: $20,000.00
Total rent if deposit is not received at time of contract: $25,000.00

A "cidit,iohkioperatlng='€csésf" User agraes

S {0 pay Barron Event Planjiiny

Nonréfan‘:éi"h!__g‘oéﬁ‘asiiiﬁéqufhetments;an‘a;_‘pma!i‘,tnay_m;enf:- ‘ )
Manager a.n;daiﬂ&!senfa"gr;ee;’thé{tﬁ:’f’dépbﬁsijf(fSJEan'd 1al paymentmay be completed by check only. 1 yoLr wish
to-pay your deposits:an _,éorﬁne‘f!zinvoiéezi{)jy;;grad._{f‘:_card,_?‘35%{@'@'.wjll be -:é‘h_ar_gej;c}ép,_e'r?tnansaction:(;s)..

Ifyou are atax-exempt organization, please include your completed ST3 from with your first deposit
payment.

. """“qen§e:Asfe‘ém‘eﬁf'= Every.
egal orinvalid for any reason
dity-of the remainderof this

agreement.

e deemed cancelled without any fiirther action hecessary by the manager IF NOT
APPORPRIATE DEPOSIT BY: March 10,2016

This agreement
RETURNED WIT 1

User agrees to Terms and Conditions unless a check is indicated in the box next to the detail of the
terms and conditions.

IN WITNESS WHEREOE, each:

:parfy%ﬁ‘as caus;
au_t}h;og?ized"frepresﬁentaﬂvg tive as of th

thiis Agreementito be signed and delivered by its duly
te first:above written,
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User: Mixed Blood Theatre Paisley Park Enterprises

Kirk A Johnson(Estate Manager)

Please print Nome and Title Please print Mame and Title

Manager: Barron Event Planning &
Management

Please print Nome ond Title

Please return a copy of the signed License Agreement to: Rick Barron, President/Creative Director, Barron Event
Planning & Management, 11505 37" Ave N, Plymouth, MN 55441. If you are a tax-exempt organization, please
send a completed ST3 form with the signed Agreement and appropriate deposit. You may retain all pages of the
Terms and Conditions unless changes have been requested.
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