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DOMESTIC ABUSE INSTRUCTION SHEET 
(Respondent) 

 [H. ylR CD ylR w>pkql.cD.wu;w> eJ. usJ t uh 

(ySR wl> uGD>) 

 
If you are served with these papers, someone is seeking an order for protection against you. 
A. An Order for Protection (OFP) may be brought by (Minn. Stat. § 518B.01, subd. 4(a)):  
 a family or household member on their own behalf;  
 a family or household member, a guardian, or a reputable adult age 25 or older on behalf 

of a minor, or  
 by a minor age 16 or older against a spouse, former spouse, or person with whom the 

minor has a child, if allowed by the court. 
w> rh> [h. vDR eR 'D; vHm vJ> w z. tHRM.< AySR w *R *R ChxD.AuGD>bsD. w> u vk> vX u [k u ,m vXAeokwrRwHmwmtDR t *D> M> vDRI 

uIAw> u vk> vX w> u [k u ,m t *D>A(OFP) M. Au b. w> qSX ekm ym zsg tDR vX A (Minn. Stat. § 518B.01, subd. 4(a)) = 
 [H. zd CD zd Arh wrh> AySR td. qd; vX [H. CDD t ylR AvX t 0J oh. t cX. p; A= 
 [H. zd CD zd Arh wrh> AySR td. qd; vX [H. CDt ylR< AySR uG> xGJ w>< Arh wrh> AySR o; yS> vX t o; 'd. wkm cd. ySJRAvX t o; td. A25 AeH. Arh w rh> 

Aql t zD cd. AvXySR zd o. vX t o; td. A18 AeH. ql t zD vm t cX. p;< Arh wrh> 
 ySR zd o. vX t o; td. A16 AeH. ql t zD vm Arh wrh> At o; yS> M> Atrg§t0R< Arg§0R vX t ylR uGHm< Arh wrh> AySR vX td. 'D; ySR zd o. vX 

t o; td. A18 AeH. ql t zD vm vX td. 'D; t zd  < AzJ b. w> ysJ tDR vX uGD> bsD. t cg M. vDRI  
 

B. Definitions: (Minn. Stat. § 518B.01, subd. 2) 
 Domestic Abuse is defined as any of the following conduct between family or household 

members: 
 a. Actual physical harm, bodily injury, assault (such as hitting, kicking, slapping, 

pushing, stabbing), or fear of imminent physical harm, bodily injury or assault 
(such as verbal threats, threatening gestures); or 

 b. Terroristic threats (such as a threat to commit a crime of violence, bomb threats, 
or threatening someone when holding a gun); or 

c. Criminal sexual conduct (such as forced sex or forced sexual contact with an 
adult or any form of sexual contact with a child); or 

d. Interference with an emergency call (intentionally interrupts, disrupts, impedes 
or interferes with an emergency call or intentionally prevents or hinders another 
from placing an emergency call.) 

cI w> 'k; eJ. zsg xD. w> t cD y nD =A(Minn. Stat. § 518B.01, subd. 2) 
 w> rR w &D w yg vX [H. ylR CD ylR =AM. t cD y nDrh> 0JAw> 'k; td. xD. w>vX vm w rHR v> v> A vX [H.zd CD zd Arh wrh> AySR vX td. qd; vX 

[H. CD t ylR w z. t bX. pXR = 
uI w> rRql; rR qg  eD> cd rd> yS>< Aw> rR b. 'd b. xH; eD> cd rd> yS>< Aw> rR tX w ysKm w ysDR w>A('f t rh> Aw> wD> < Aw> xl< Aw> 'J vR tDR< Aw> 

qD. zsd; tDR< Aw> qJ; )< Arh wrh> ArR ysHR rR zk; vXu rR ql; rR qg eD> cd rd> yS>< Au rR b. 'd b. xH; eD> cd rd> yS> Arh wrh> ArR tX ySR A('f t rh> 

Aw> wJ ysHR wJ zk;w>< Aw> eJ. pk eJ. cD. rR ysHR rR zk; w> w z.)< Arh wrh> 

 cIA w> pl; ug w> pk ql. cD. w u; rR ysHR rR zk; w> A('f t rh> Aw> rR ysHR rR zk; vX u rR u r. w> pk ql. cD. w u; oJ p; < Aw> rR ysHR r R zk;  vX  

rh. yd> w> pk u 0JR w z.< Arh wrh> ArR ysHR rR zk; ySR w *R *R AzJ zD. usd t cg< Arh wrh> 

*I w> rR u r. oJp;b.xGJArk. cGg oGH. xH; w uyRA('f t rh> Ark. cGg oGH. xH;w> rR ql. rR pd;Arh wrh> Ark. cGg oGH. xH;w> rR b. 'GH; b. 'Gg  

'D; ySR o; yS>  Arh w rh> A rk. cGg oGH. xH;w> rR b. 'GH; b. 'Gg t uh> t *DR w rHR v> v> 'D; ySR zd o.)< Arh wrh> 

 CIA w> rR wHm wm 'D; *h> *D> tl vD wJ pd A(Ekm vDR rR wHm wm w> vX w> bX. pXRCg r eR<ArR uD rR cJw>< ArR ed; rR bs; w>Arh wrh> ArR wHm 

wm   w> 'D; *h> *D> tl vD wJ pd Arh wrh> Aym vDR t o; Cg r eR vX u 'D o 'XArh w rh> Aym cl ol. ySR t *R vXw> ym vDR *h> *D> tl vD wJ pd w z. 

M. vDRI) 

 
 

2. Family or household members are defined as: 
(a) Married persons; 
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(b) Persons who were married but are now divorced; 
(c) Parents, children; 
(d) Persons related by blood (such as brothers, sisters, uncles, aunts, or grandparents); 
(e) Persons who live together now or who lived together in the past; 
(f) Persons who have a child together, even if they have not been married or lived together; 
(g) Persons who have an unborn child together; 
(h) Persons involved in a significant romantic or sexual relationship. 

2IAAA[H. zd CD zd Arh wrh> AySR vX t td. qd; vX [H. CD t ylR w z.M. t cD y nD rh> 0J A= 

 (u)AySR vX t zsD t o; w z. 

AAAAAA(c)AAySR vX t zsD wh> t o;b. q. t cJ tHR vDR z; uGHm < 

 (*) AArd> y><AySR zd o. w z.< 

 (C)AySR vX t 'D bl; 'D wH> vX oGH. xH A('f t rh> A'D yk> 0J> cGg< A'D yk> 0J> rk.< Azg wH>< Ark> *>< Arh wrh> AzH zk w z.)< 

 (i) AAySR vX t td. qd; tD. tD w ylR CD t cJ tHR Arh wrh> AySR vX t td. qd; tD. tD w ylR CD vX t ylR uGHm 

 (p)AAySR vX t zd td.w ylR CD< At 0J oh. rh> w zsD t o; Arh wrh> Aw td. qd; tD. tD w ylR CD '. vJm< 

 (q)AySR vX td. 'D; zd vX w td. zsJ. 'H; b. w ylR CD< 

 (%S)AAySR vX w> td. 'D; rg zd o. 0R zd o. A(tJ.bXrg0R)Arh wrh> Aw> td. 'D; rk. cGg oGH. xH; w> &h vdm rkm vdmM. vDRI 

 

C. A HEARING WILL NOT BE HELD UNLESS YOU REQUEST IT WITHIN 5 DAYS 
OF RECEIVING THESE DOCUMENTS, UNLESS ONE HAS ALREADY BEEN 
SCHEDULED.  CHECK THE ATTACHED DOCUMENTS; IF NO HEARING IS 
SCHEDULED AND YOU WANT ONE, USE THE ATTACHED REQUEST FOR 
HEARING TO REQUEST A HEARING.  FILL IT OUT AND RETURN IT TO THE 
COURT ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE AT:  

         
      (address)   

 The court administrator's office closes at                      p.m. 
*IAAw> w rR uGD> bsD. w> pH. nD. qX wJm Arh wrh> b. vX Ae w> Ch xD. w> tHR vX A5 AoD t wD> ylRAvX e u 'd; M> b. vHm wD vHm rD 

w z. tHR<Arh w rh> Ab. vXAw> ok; usJR &J. usJR tDR w cgvX w> u rRtDRtCdb. M. vDRI Ao rH o rd; vHm wD vHm rD vX t 

bs; pJ w z.=Aw> rh> w ok; usJR  uGD> bsD. w> pH. nD. qX wJm b. 'D; e rh> vd. b. tDR tCdM.<ArR vX ySJR tDR 'D; qSX u 'g uhR 

tDR ql uGD> bsD. t ySR yX qSX w> t 0JR 'X; zJ = 
         
      

(vD> td. qd; xH;)  

 

 uGD> bsD.tySR yX qSX w> t 0JR 'X; u; wHm t o; zJA[g cD                      M. vDRI 
 
D. If you move, it is important that the court knows where you are.  Please keep the court 

administrator informed of your address. 
CIAe rh> ok; vD> ok; usJ M.< Aw> tHR t &h 'd. vX uGD> bsD. oh. ng e td.z J vJ. M. vDRIA0H o; plR bd; b. oh. ng uD> bsD. t ySR yX qSX w> 'D; e vD> td. 

qd; xH; xD bd M. w uh>I  

 
NOTE: If a hearing is scheduled and an emergency arises and you are unable to attend it, 
you must call the court administrator about rescheduling. If you do not appear and do not 
have a good reason for not appearing, the court may grant this domestic abuse petition. 
wd> eD. =Aw> rh> &J. usJR rR uGD> bsD. t w> 'd u e. pH. nD. qX wJm 'D; *h> *D> tl rh>td. xD. 'D; e xD. rh> w oh M.< Ae u b. ud; uGD> 

bsD. t ySR yX qSX w> b. C;'D; w> u &J. usJRrR u 'g uhRw> td. zSd. M. vDRIAe rh> w [J xD. 'D; e rh> w td. 'D; w> *h> vX t *hR vX e 

w[J xD. b. M.<AuGD> bsD> u [h.eR  A [H. ylR CD ylR w>pkql.cD.wu;At w> y wH o uGH> u n; tHR M . vDRI 
 

Helpful materials may be found at your public county law library.  For a directory, see   
http://mn.gov/law-library/research-links/county-law-libraries.jsp .  For more information, contact 

your court administrator or call the Minnesota State Law Library at 651-296-2775. 
 

http://mn.gov/law-library/research-links/county-law-libraries.jsp
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w> yD; w> vD vX t rR pXR w > w z. Ae  vJR Ck uG> zJ e u rsX> cD; xH. w> od. w> oD vHm &d 'X; u M> oh. oh. M. vDRIAvX w> eJ. usJ t *D><AuG> zJ 

Ahttp://mn.gov/law-library/research-links/county-law-libraries.jsp  M. w uh>IAvX w> *h> w> usdR tg xD. t *D>< 

AqJ; usd; e uGD> bsD.t ySR yX qSX w> Arh wrh> Aud; rH. eH. pd x. uD> pJ. t w> od. w> oD vHm &d 'X; A(Minnesota State Law Library) zJ 
A651=296=2775 Aw uh>I 

 
 

http://mn.gov/law-library/research-links/county-law-libraries.jsp

